FOR TEACHERS WHO ARE OVER BLANK STARES AND FAKE READINGﬁ



Before students care about the R

nﬁe

standard, they need to care

Middle schoolers don t lean in for

objectives.

They lean in for ||

An artifact, an image,
a document, a strange object,
a primary source fragment.

Something that feels unfinished.

Unexplained. Worth arguing about.

Start with the thing worth thinking about
and the rest will follow.
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Middle schoolers 'process ‘
visuals faster than text
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When students can see the

understand & engage

. Images instead of long texts
t Color-coded thinking tools

% Visual organizers thatgmde Ll
analysis |

If students can point

to it, color it, or label it,

they're more likely to
%9 remember it.




Kids remember what they can t qurte
solve, quite crack qurte explarn '

Questions resonate more than answers

. A historian detectrve mystery
that uses evidence
¢ Aword, map, or artifact witha
secret they have to uncover
‘h
% A puzzle, game, or word challenge

. . A well-timed mystery

' can fill the room with

purpose. Shake up

your sequence. Add a
cliffhanger.




Choice makes learnlng personal
It helps every studentsee
themselves in the work |
It's ownership! e G

WHO. . they'll write about

& WHICH... novel they'llread
or project they'll create
@ \

- HOW... to research, @

present, or argue
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! Let students pick

their path; watch
engagement

99 skyrocket.
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Mlddle schoolers need steps that bmld
, confldence W|thout spoon feedmg them
i Small wins create competence
Competence drives engagement,._

Self Questlon Prompts
_ 27>

3 Start with modeling

Although it is often argued that .
&% a closer examination reveals that
ecause - .

&%  Sentence starters
and sentence frames

e f

Rigor isn’t raised by removing the rungs.
It's climbed by guiding each step up.




